
Fact Sheet 1.2 
Births by Race/Ethnicity 

 
A Note on Race - Throughout most of history, race has been treated as a matter of biology.  It is only in recent 
years that a consensus has developed within the scientific community to the effect that racial identity is actually a 
social and not a biological distinction.  For example, genetic studies have discovered that there is greater genetic 
variability between people identified as being of the same race than there is between individuals of different races. 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Flint 3,060 2,967 2,907 2,983 2,976 2,920 2,707 2,565 2,519 2,450 2,392
Non Flint 3,444 3,439 3,476 3,435 3,455 3,485 3,584 3,695 3,704 3,703 3,698
Genesee County 6,504 6,406 6,383 6,418 6,431 6,405 6,291 6,260 6,223 6,153 6,090
Michigan 135,081133,650133,476133,542134,368134,228132,925131,200130,026129,359128,255
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Total Births:  Flint, Non-Flint Genesee County, Genesee County and Michigan, 
1996-2006

 Between 1996 and 2006 the number of births for Flint, Genesee County and Michigan all decreased while the 
number of births for Non-Flint Genesee County increased. 

 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Flint 42% 44% 44% 45% 45% 44% 43% 43% 42% 42% 41%
Michigan 75% 75% 75% 74% 74% 73% 73% 73% 73% 72% 72%
Genesee Co. 68% 70% 70% 70% 70% 69% 69% 70% 70% 70% 70%
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Percent of Births to "White Non Hispanic" Mothers  
1996-2006, Flint, Michigan and Genesee County
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Fact Sheet 1.2:  Births by Race/Ethnicity continued… 
 
 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Flint 55% 54% 54% 53% 53% 53% 54% 54% 55% 55% 56%

Michigan 19% 18% 18% 18% 18% 18% 18% 17% 17% 17% 18%

Genesee Co. 29% 28% 28% 28% 28% 27% 27% 26% 26% 26% 27%
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Percent of Births to "Black" mothers: 1996-2006 
Flint, non-Flint Genesee County, Genesee County and Michigan

 
 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Flint 1.5% 1.4% 1.4% 1.4% 1.5% 1.7% 1.8% 1.7% 1.6% 1.6% 1.7%

Non‐Flint Genesee Co. 1.5% 1.3% 1.2% 1.4% 1.5% 1.5% 1.4% 1.5% 1.5% 1.9% 1.9%

Genesee Co. 1.5% 1.3% 1.3% 1.4% 1.5% 1.6% 1.6% 1.6% 1.5% 1.8% 1.8%

Michigan 3.8% 4.1% 4.4% 4.7% 5.1% 5.4% 5.6% 5.8% 6.0% 6.1% 6.4%
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Percent of Births to "Hispanic" Mothers:  1996-2006 
Flint, Non-Flint, Genesee County and Michigan
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Fact Sheet 1.2:  Births by Race/Ethnicity continued… 

 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

White 1,298 1,301 1,278 1,335 1,326 1,294 1,173 1,093 1,066 1,035 986

Black 1,678 1,590 1,562 1,579 1,575 1,543 1,449 1,388 1,378 1,351 1,344

Flint Total 3,060 2,967 2,907 2,983 2,976 2,920 2,707 2,565 2,519 2,450 2,392

Hisp. & Other 83 76 66 69 75 83 86 84 74 65 61
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Number of Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother:  City of Flint, 1996-2006

 
 The proportions of births to white, black, and Hispanic/Other mothers have decreased somewhat over the 

past ten years in Flint. 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

White 42% 44% 44% 45% 45% 44% 43% 43% 42% 42% 41%

Black 55% 54% 54% 53% 53% 53% 54% 54% 55% 55% 56%

Hisp. & Other 3% 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%
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Percent of Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother
City of Flint, 1996-2006
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Fact Sheet 1.2:  Births by Race/Ethnicity continued… 
 
 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

White 3,132 3,148 3,189 3,147 3,160 3,165 3,242 3,319 3,308 3,284 3,269

Black 79 189 195 200 194 203 219 253 265 272 286

Hisp. & Other 113 102 93 88 105 117 122 123 133 147 144

Flint Total 3,444 3,416 3,499 3,400 3,442 3,515 3,698 3,726 3,704 3,703 3,698
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Number of Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother 
Non-Flint Genesee County, 1996-2006

 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

White 4,430 4,449 4,467 4,482 4,486 4,459 4,415 4,412 4,374 4,319 4,255

Black 1,757 1,779 1,757 1,779 1,769 1,746 1,668 1,641 1,643 1,623 1,630

Genesee County Total 6,504 6,383 6,406 6,383 6,418 6,435 6,405 6,291 6,223 6,153 6,090

Hispanic & Other 196 178 159 157 180 200 208 207 207 212 205
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Number of Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother Genesee County 
(including Flint), 1996-2006
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Fact Sheet 1.2:  Births by Race/Ethnicity continued… 

 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

White 68% 70% 70% 70% 70% 69% 69% 70% 70% 70% 70%

Black 27% 28% 27% 28% 28% 27% 26% 26% 26% 26% 27%

Hispanic & Other 3% 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%
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Percent of Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother 
Genesee County (including Flint), 1996-2006

 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

White 75% 75% 75% 74% 74% 73% 73% 73% 73% 72% 72%

Black 19% 18% 18% 18% 18% 18% 17% 17% 17% 17% 18%

Hisp. & "Other" 6% 7% 7% 8% 8% 9% 9% 10% 10% 11% 11%
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Percent of Births by Race/Ethnicity - Michigan 1996-2006

 
 

 In Michigan as a whole, the proportion of births to white mothers has held relatively constant, while births to 
black mothers had fallen slightly in 2002 but increased again in 2006.   

 Births to Hispanic and mothers who identify themselves as “other” has doubled to constitute 11% of all 
Michigan births. 
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Fact Sheet 1.2:  Births by Race/Ethnicity continued… 

 
 

 
 

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

White 101,111 100,152 99,734 99,222 99,205 98,535 97,265 95,693 94,361 93,178 91,776

Black 25,320 24,342 24,094 24,011 23,965 23,725 23,199 22,634 22,297 22,330 22,478

Total 135,081 133,650 133,476 133,542 134,368 134,228 132,925 131,200 130,026 129,359 128,255

Hisp. & "Other" 8,650 9,156 9,648 10,309 11,198 11,974 12,467 12,879 13,368 13,851 13,992
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Number of Births by Race/Ethnicity - Michigan, 1996-2006

BEYOND THE NUMBERS 
The data demonstrates that one of the areas of child population decline for ages 0-17 is that of newborns.  
Service-wise, the challenge is to continue to provide a broad and deep spectrum of services and opportunities to 
a smaller population.  The story that the data tells presents a small decline in the county’s child-bearing 
population.  Births to white and black mothers have remained steady or decreased.  Births to Hispanic and other 
mothers increased.  In the city of Flint, births to Hispanic and other mothers also declined.  In Genesee County, 
however, births to Hispanic and other mothers increased, as they do throughout the state.  The younger child-
bearing population is settling outside of the city.  Not only must we be concerned with the appropriate level and 
type of services to young families, we must also ensure that they are available in close proximity to those needing 
them.   
 
Data Source:  Annie E. Casey - http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/bystate/stateprofile.aspx?state=MI&loc=3768 
Revised:  3/25/09  
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